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Voting Machine Mega Thread Part 2 
 

Georgia 6th and the Paperless/Unverifiable Diebold Voting Machines 
 

259 sourced posts 
 

	

By	Jennifer	Cohn	@JennyCohn1	

Background:		Jennifer	Cohn	received	her	BA	in	Psychology	from	UCLA	and	JD	from	Hastings	College	of	the	Law.	She	
practiced	law	for	over	20	years	and	was	a	partner	with	Nielsen	Haley	&	Abbott,	LLC	in	California.	Her	practice	focused	
primarily	on	insurance	coverage	and	appellate	law.	She	left	the	practice	of	law	several	years	ago	to	focus	on	her	young	
family.	

In	the	wake	of	the	2016	election,	she	became	interested	in	election	integrity.	Her	initial	research	concerned	voting	
machine	vulnerabilities,	but	she	soon	wondered	how	we	came	to	have	such	a	flagrantly	insecure	voting	system.	Though	
her	quest	continues,	what	she	has	unearthed	thus	far	is	alarming.	Her	goal	is	to	verify	and	separately	source	(with	
mainstream	media	articles	wherever	possible)	each	fact	that	led	to	our	flawed	voting	system.	She	is	propelled	by	the	
notion	that	we	must	understand	how	we	got	here	in	order	to	find	our	way	out.		
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Key Players in Voting Machine Mega Thread, Part 2 
 

 

 
Karl Rove (R) 

 
• Chief Political Advisor to Bush in 2002 
• Former leader of College Republicans 
• Graduate of Leadership Institute 
• Close with Reed and Abramoff 

 

 
Ralph Reed (R)  

 
• Georgia GOP Chairman in 2002 
• Former leader of College Republicans 
• Graduate of Leadership Institute 
• Member of CNP 
• Close with Rove and Abramoff 

 

 

 
Jack Abramoff (R) 

 
• Diebold lobbyist in 2002 
• Former leader of College Republicans 
• Graduate of Leadership Institute 
• Member of CNP 
• Member of Bush’s Rangers & Pioneers  
• Went to prison 
• Close with Reed and Rove 

 
 

 
Wally O’Dell (R) 

 
• Diebold, Inc. CEO in 2002 
• Member of Bush’s Rangers & Pioneers 

(like Diebold lobbyist Abramoff) 
 

 

 
Bob Urosevich 

 
• President Diebold Election Systems 

(formerly known as Global) 
• Installed unauthorized software 

patches before Georgia 2002 election 
• Founded ES&S with his brother before 

moving to Global/Diebold 
• Put felons in management positions at 

Global/Diebold before 2000 election 
 

 

 
Tom Feeney (R)  

 
• Florida Rep. for Volusia County 
• Accused of asking programmer Clint 

Curtis to design a vote flipping program 
for the 2000 election 

• Won an award from the CNP 

 

 
Clint Curtis (R) 

 
• Former Senior Programmer at YEI 
• Accused Feeney of asking him to design a 

vote-flipping program for the 2000 election 

 

 
Lewis Massey (D) 

 
• Diebold lobbyist in 2002 
• Former Georgia Secretary of State 
• Previously was Cathy Cox’s boss 
 

 

 
Cathy Cox (D) 

 
• Former Georgia Secretary of State 
• Former assistant to Lewis Massey  
• Bought Diebold machines for GA in 2002 

 
 

 
Karen Handel (R)  

 
• Former GA Secty of State 
• Pro Gun, anti-choice, anti-LGBTQ 
• Reportedly won GA06 special election 

 

 
Jon Ossoff (D) 

 
• Favors at least some gun control 

measures 
• Pro-choice, Pro-civil rights 
• Ran in the GA06 special election 

 

 
Brian Kemp (R) 

 
• Current Georgia Secty of State 
• Fought to keep Diebold paperless machines 

during GA06 election 
• Running for governor in 2018 
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Georgia 6th and the Paperless Diebold Voting Machines 

 
1. Georgia politician Tom Price left his House seat in Georgia’s 6th Congressional District 

vacant when he joined the Trump administration in 2017. 
 

 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/republicans-begin-to-fret-about-holding-on-
to-tom-prices-georgia-seat/2017/04/09/34211c82-1b26-11e7-bcc2-
7d1a0973e7b2_story.html?utm_term=.89a7d148bda5 
 

2. The vacancy Price left behind represented one of the first realistic opportunities for 
Democrats to “flip” a House seat from red to blue in the aftermath of the 2016 election. 

 
3. The GA06 special election was the most expensive House race of all time. 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/20/us/politics/georgia-6th-most-expensive-
house-election.html 
 

 
 
4. The race pitted Republican Karen Handel (an anti-choice, anti-LGBTQ, pro-gun 

“Christian”) against Democrat Jon Ossoff (who is pro-choice on abortion, pro-gay rights, 
and less gun happy than Handel). 
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http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/08/us/after-outcry-a-top-official-resigns-at-komen-
cancer-charity.html [Handel opposes abortion and called for eliminating money to 
Planned Parenthood] 
 
https://www.advocate.com/politics/2017/4/19/republican-georgia-race-has-anti-lgbt-
antichoice-history [Handel is anti-choice and opposes same-sex marriage; she voted 
against domestic-partner benefits] 
 
http://www.slate.com/blogs/outward/2017/06/16/karen_handel_jon_ossoff_s_opponent_o
pposes_same_sex_adoption_again.html [Handel opposes same-sex adoption] 
 
https://www.nraila.org/articles/20170510/nra-endorses-karen-handel-in-georgia-s-
6thdistrict-special-election [NRA endorsed Handel] 
 
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/jon-ossoff-defends-his-failed-campaign-calls-gop-
attacks-cynical-and-divisive/article/2631348 [Ossoff is pro-choice on abortion and pro-
gay rights] 
 

 
http://politics.blog.ajc.com/2017/04/30/ossoff-handel-split-over-georgias-campus-carry-
measure/ [Ossoff against campus carry measure; Handel for it] 
 

5. The race was described as a “referendum on Trump.” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/18/us/politics/high-stakes-referendum-on-trump-
takes-shape-in-a-georgia-special-election.html 
 
http://www.businessinsider.com/georgia-6th-district-special-election-results-ossoff-
handel-trump-2017-6  [“It’s viewed as the first major referendum on Trump’s 
presidency”] 
 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/politics/ct-georgia-special-election-
20170619-story.html 
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6. The race was called a bellwether for 2018. 
http://www.cnn.com/2017/06/19/politics/georgia-race-ossoff-handel-nothing-
settled/index.html 

 
 
http://www.nationalreview.com/article/448533/georgia-special-election-jon-ossoff-karen-
handel-bellwether 

 
 

7. The national significance of the contest brought forth a flood of advertising and 
organization. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/trumps-agenda-on-the-line-in-hard-fought-
georgia-house-race/2017/06/20/0d0e7086-559b-11e7-b38e-
35fd8e0c288f_story.html?utm_term=.5190b40fc530 

 
 

8. On the eve of the historic runoff, polls called the race a dead heat. 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/06/20/georgia-election-results-
ossoff-handel/103037804/ 
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9. But the official results showed that Handel had defeated Ossoff 51.9% to 48.1%. 

https://www.nytimes.com/elections/results/georgia-congressional-runoff-ossoff-handel 

 
 
10. Evangelicals from the Faith & Freedom Coalition founded by Georgia politician Ralph 

Reed--with money from the Koch family--said the outcome meant that “God won.” 
http://www.newsweek.com/ossoff-georgia-trump-evangelicals-627987 
 

 
 
11. The mainstream media and even some Democrats said the outcome meant that Nancy 

Pelosi was toxic. 
http://www.npr.org/2017/06/21/533866997/democrats-play-blame-game-with-pelosi-
after-georgia-election-to-gops-glee 
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12. But voters and election integrity activists wondered about the voting machines. 
 
13. Georgia’s voting system is a prime target for hackers because it is one of just five states 

that exclusively uses paperless voting machines.  
http://www.npr.org/2016/10/18/498255215/why-worries-about-paperless-voting-loom-
larger-this-year  
 

 
 

http://time.com/4500216/election-voting-machines-hackers-security/ 
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14. With paperless machines (as opposed to optical scanners), hand recounts are impossible.  
https://www.thenation.com/article/touch-and-go-elections-perils-electronic-voting/ 

 
 
15. Thus, there is no way to know if a paperless machine has been hacked without 

conducting a forensic audit of the voting equipment itself. 
https://medium.com/@jhalderm/want-to-know-if-the-election-was-hacked-look-at-the-
ballots-c61a6113b0ba [“The pink counties … use optical scan paper ballots, which can 
be examined to confirm that the computer voting machines produced an accurate count. 
Blue counties use paperless systems which require forensic analysis”] 

 

 
16. Forensic audits are difficult because private voting machine vendors claim their code is 

proprietary (unlike open source code which is public).   
http://www.bradblog.com/?p=8986 
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17. Here's an MSM article explaining that forensic audits are blocked by claims the EVM 
code is "proprietary." https://www.thenation.com/article/touch-and-go-elections-perils-
electronic-voting/ … 

 
18. Georgia bought its paperless machines in 2002 from Diebold Election Systems. 

http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 
 

19. Georgia’s choice of Diebold should have set off alarms. 

 
 

20. Diebold was founded by three criminals in 1991 under the name “Global Election 
Systems.”  
http://freepress.org/article/felons-fingers-us-vote-mail-system 
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21. In 1997, Global’s touchscreen machines (later renamed and sold as the Diebold 

“Accuvote-TS”) were found to use an “outdated encryption scheme proven to be 
insecure.” 
https://www.wired.com/2004/11/e-voting-tests-get-failing-grade/ 

 
22. In 2000, Global hired convicted felon Jeffrey Dean (23 counts of embezzlement 

involving alteration of computer records) & made him Senior VP. 
 

 
 
https://people.csail.mit.edu/rivest/voting/press/2004-04%20Vanity%20Fair%20-
%20Hack%20The%20Vote.pdf … 
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23. Dean was no ordinary criminal; his embezzlement and computer tampering 
involved a "high degree of sophistication." 
 

                        
 
https://www.wired.com/2003/12/con-job-at-diebold-subsidiary/ 
 

 
 

24. As "senior programmer," Dean programmed the GEMS central tabulator system used in 
many states. 
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2005/feb/02/houseofcommons.society 
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25. Georgia bought the GEMS central tabulator system programmed by FELON Dean as part 
of its original 2002 contract. https://www.georgiapol.com/2017/06/22/yes-georgia-
elections-can-absolutely-be-hacked/ … 
 

26. Soon after hiring Dean, Global (Diebold precursor) hired convicted cocaine trafficker 
John Elder to oversee punch card printing in several states. 

 
 
https://people.csail.mit.edu/rivest/voting/press/2004-04%20Vanity%20Fair%20-
%20Hack%20The%20Vote.pdf … 
 

 
 

27. Punch cards can be “rigged” by cutting them so that the “chads” are more or less difficult 
to dislodge.  
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0312/S00191.htm … 
 

 

 
28. We all remember the punch card recount fiasco of the 2000 election. 
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29. A lesser known fiasco from that election involved a Global/Diebold machine that 
inexplicably “lost” 16k Gore votes in Volusia County, Florida. 
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2004/03/diebolds-political-machine/ … 
 

 
30. The Volusia error was caught only “because an alert poll monitor noticed Gore’s 

vote count going down through the evening, which of course is impossible.” 
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2004/03/diebolds-political-machine/ 

 
31. The Volusia error “led several networks to incorrectly call the race for Bush.” 

http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2004/03/diebolds-political-machine/ 
 
32. Election integrity advocate Bev Harris obtained & published several internal 

Global/Diebold memos concerning the Volusia error. 
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2004/03/diebolds-political-machine/ … 

 
33. Here is the first Global/Diebold email concerning the Volusia error in election 

2000. 
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https://books.google.com/books?id=pY1DCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA180&lpg=PA180&
dq=%22The+problem+precinct+had+two+memory+cards%22&source=bl&ots=x3
n5aWPQkI&sig=m9sIUawEy77ukZmgLNXxfx_lokQ&hl=en&sa=X#v=onepage&
q=%22The%20problem%20precinct%20had%20two%20memory%20cards%22&f
=false 

 
34. Here is the second Diebold email concerning the Volusia error in election 2000.

 
 

35. Here is the third Diebold memo concerning the Volusia error, which acknowledges 
that the error might have resulted from an “unauthorized” memory card. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=pY1DCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA180&lpg=PA180&
dq=%22The+problem+precinct+had+two+memory+cards%22&source=bl&ots=x3
n5aWPQkI&sig=m9sIUawEy77ukZmgLNXxfx_lokQ&hl=en&sa=X#v=onepage&
q=%22The%20problem%20precinct%20had%20two%20memory%20cards%22&f
=false 
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36. During the 2000 election, Volusia County (where the Global/Diebold machine lost 16k 
Gore votes) fell within the Congressional District of Rep. Feeney. 
http://www.ourcampaigns.com/CandidateDetail.html?CandidateID=3416 … 
 

 
 

37. According to the sworn statement of programmer Clint Curtis, Feeney asked Curtis to 
design a vote flipping program several months before the 2000 election. 
http://www.bradblog.com/Docs/CC_Affidavit_120604.pdf [Feeney affidavit] 
 

38. Curtis said that Feeney made this request in late September of October of 2000 
when Curtis, then a registered Republican, was the lead programmer at Yang 
Enterprises in Florida (“YEI”). 
http://www.bradblog.com/Docs/CC_Affidavit_120604.pdf  [affidavit] 
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39. Curtis said the Inspector General at the Florida Dept. of Transportation, Raymond 
Lemme, investigated his claims about Yang and Feeney. (Affidavit, Para. 12.) 

 
40. Curtis said that Lemme told him he had tracked the corruption “all the way to the 

top,” that Feeney would be pleased with the result, and that the story would break 
in a few weeks. (Affidavit, Para. 12.) 
 

41. But a few weeks later, Lemme was found dead with his arm slashed in a hotel 
room. (Affidavit, Para. 12.) 
 

42. Lemme’s death was ruled a “suicide,” but the circumstances were “mysterious” as 
described in this article and others online. http://www.bradblog.com/?p=1244 

 
43. As for Feeney, the NYT says he was a “favorite of Christian conservatives.” 

http://www.nytimes.com/1996/03/24/us/legislator-s-departure-in-sex-case-
unsettles-christian-faction.html … 

44. Feeney once gave "outspoken support for [a] school district's movement to teach 
the superiority of American culture." 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/tallahassees-gop-kingmakers/ … 
 

45. The watchdogs at Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) 
named Feeney one of Congress's "Most Corrupt Members" at least three years in 
a row. http://www.bradblog.com/?p=5084 
 

46. A Religious Right networking group called the Council for National Policy gave Feeney 
an award. 
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https://www.cfnp.org/page.aspx?pid=344 
 

47. The CNP is a secretive networking group for the Religious Right and other 
Republican extremists and wealthy donors.  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/influential-conservative-
group-trump-devos-should-dismantle-education-department-and-bring-god-
into-classrooms/2017/02/15/196bf872-f2df-11e6-8d72-
263470bf0401_story.html?utm_term=.3af758c29392 

 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/council-for-national-policy/ 
[The CNP “is an umbrella organization and networking group for social 
conservative activists in the United States. … Nation magazine has called it a 
secretive organization that ‘networks wealthy right-wing donors together with 
top conservative operatives to plan long-term movement strategy.’”] 
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48. The NYT has called the CNP “a little-known club of a few hundred of the most 
powerful conservatives in the country…” 
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/08/28/us/2004-campaign-conservatives-club-
most-powerful-gathers-strictest-privacy.html 
 

49. Per the CNP’s mission statement, its goal is to “assure, by 2020, leadership and 
governance that restores religion & economic freedom, a strong national 
defense, and Judeo-Christian values under the Constitution.” 
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2016/05/17/council-national-policy-
behind-curtain … 

 
 

50. The CNP is anti-choice on abortion. It once threatened to run a 3d party 
candidate if the Republican candidate in 2008 was pro-choice. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_for_National_Policy#Conferences_and_p
olitical_plans … 

 
51. The CNP has long opposed same sex marriage. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/08/28/us/2004-campaign-conservatives-club-
most-powerful-gathers-strictest-privacy.html … 

 
52. The CNP also wants to defund public education in favor of Christian schools. 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/influential-conservative-
group-trump-devos-should-dismantle-education-department-and-bring-god-
into-classrooms/2017/02/15/196bf872-f2df-11e6-8d72-
263470bf0401_story.html?utm_term=.bbaa88c6836a 

 
 

53. Wayne LaPierre of the NRA is in the CNP. 
https://www.splcenter.org/sites/default/files/cnp_redacted_final.pdf 
 

 
54. Kellyanne Conway, Steve Bannon, and Betsey DeVos’s husband are in the 

CNP as well. 
https://www.splcenter.org/sites/default/files/cnp_redacted_final.pd 
 

55. So are the Mercers.http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/03/27/the-
reclusive-hedge-fund-tycoon-behind-the-trump-presidency [Mercers in CNP] 

56. Pence recently confirmed that he too is in the CNP. 



 
 

Jenny Cohn Draft 10/15/17     21 
  

 

57. Democrats have "nothing comparable" to CNP. 
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/story?id=121170&page=1 … 
 

58. Starting in the 1980’s, CNP founder Paul Weyrich worked to forge ties between 
conservatives and Russia. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/1991/10/27/russia-house-
trading-in-its-name/6acbb242-0df5-43b6-8649-
9032a735851b/?utm_term=.c4cf206d8cd1 … [Weyrich helped w/ Russia House, 
“the go between for Russian & US businesses … said to the first of its kind.”] 
 
http://thegopwatchdog.com/from-russia-with-love/ 
[Weyrich was on Board of Krieble Institute for Freedom & Democracy in Russia, 
which set up "go between for Russian & U.S. companies]  
 
http://rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/weyrich_paul/ [Weyrich "bemoaned the Bush 
administration’s failure to draw closer to Russia..."] 
 

59. Weyrich once proudly proclaimed that he didn’t want everyone to vote. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GBAsFwPglw 

 
60. Weyrich once proudly proclaimed that he didn’t want everyone to vote. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GBAsFwPglw 
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http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/story?id=121170&page=1 … [Weyrich as founder] 

 
61. Nelson Bunker Hunt, one of Weyrich’s CNP co-founders, funded Business Records 

Corporation, which merged with another company (DataMark) to form voting machine 
giant Election Systems & Software (“ES&S”).  
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/story?id=121170&page=1 … [Nelson Hunt as founder] 
 
http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/whose-water/whose-voting-machines [BRC 
was funded by Texas billionaire Nelson Bunker Hunt]

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Election_Systems_%26_Software#Electronic_Pol
l_Books_for_the_City_of_Chicago [In 1997, AIS merged with Business 
Records Corporation (“BRC”) to form ES&S] 

62. Mother Jones says the families of both Hunt and Howard Ahmanson--another 
early and prominent CNP member--funded ES&S.  
http://www.seekgod.ca/cnp.ho.htm [Hunt and Ahmanson in CNP in the 1980’s] 

http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2005/12/nation-under-god/ … [families of 
Hunt & Ahmanson funded ES&S] 
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63. Ahmanson and Hunt were also major contributors to the Chalcedon Foundation, 
the main think tank for Christian Reconstruction, which aims to establish a 
theocracy. 
 

 
 
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2005/12/nation-under-god/ … [Hunt & 
Ahmanson were heavy contributors to the Chalcedon Foundation, Christian 
Reconstruction’s main think tank] 
 
https://www.salon.com/2015/07/31/secrets_of_the_extreme_religious_right_ins
ide_the_frightening_world_of_christian_reconstructionism/  
Reconstructionists aim to establish a theocracy, though most would no doubt 
bristle at that description. They do not want to “take over the government” so 
much as they want to dismantle it. But the end result would be a social order 
based on biblical law—including all those Old Testament goodies like stoning 
gay people to death, while at the same time justifying “biblical slavery.”   

 
64. ES&S is related to Global/Diebold in that it was started by two brothers, one of whom 

moved to Global/Diebold in 1997 and was made its president. (See Mega thread, Part 1.) 

 
 
http://www.omaha.com/columnists/kelly/kelly-this-omaha-company-shaped-
how-america-counts-its-election/article_459030e0-b522-5a7b-b953-
1e6c958e5439.html 
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[Urosevich Brothers received funding in 1979 from billionaire William 
Ahmanson and changed the company name from DataMark to American 
Information Systems (“AIS”), which was the precursor of ES&S] 
 
https://www.verifiedvoting.org/resources/voting-equipment/premier-
diebold/accuvote-tsx/ 
[Bob Urosevich moved to Global in 1997] 

  

 
65. ES&S and Diebold currently account for about 70% of US voting equipment. 

http://www.bradblog.com/?p=7906 
 

66. For more information about ES&S, please see my Voting Machine Mega Thread, Part 1. 
 

67. Another early member of the CNP was Jack Abramoff, a lobbyist for voting machine 
vendor Diebold. 

  
 
http://www.seekgod.ca/cnp.a.htm#abramhoff 
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http://www.alien-earth.com/articles.php?category=6&article=847&page=1 (Abramoff’s 
firm “received at least $275,000 from Diebold to lobby for its touch-screen machines”) 

 
 
http://www.gregpalast.com/its-magic/ (HAVA was “corruptly influenced” by “Abramoff 
who was a lobbyist for Diebold”) 
 

 
68. Abramoff was also a member of Bush’s Rangers & Pioneers, an elite group of loyalists 

who raised at least $100k each for Bush’s 2004 re-election campaign. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=VtmokgSikn4C&pg=PA68&lpg=PA68&dq=Abramo
ff+rangers+%26+pioneers&source=bl&ots=1xrMN9qvsa&sig=nlORHNWpRaFbf-
KRoB8A2lDeCYE&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj8jZH035HWAhVBlVQKHYPiCh04
ChDoAQgqMAE#v=onepage&q=Abramoff%20rangers%20%26%20pioneers&f=false 
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http://www.nytimes.com/2003/11/09/business/machine-politics-in-the-digital-age.html …

 

69. Diebold got into the election business by acquiring Global Election Systems in January 
2002 (before that, Diebold had made only ATMs and security systems). 
https://www.wired.com/2009/09/diebold-sells/ … 

 
 

70. Like Abramoff, Diebold’s CEO, Walden O’Dell, was in Bush’s Rangers & Pioneers. 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/11/09/business/machine-politics-in-the-digital-age.html …

 

71. Diebold’s other executives donated exclusively to the Republican party in 2003. 
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http://www.nytimes.com/2003/11/09/business/machine-politics-in-the-digital-age.html …

 

72. Diebold told the AP that convicted felon Dean left the company when it acquired Global. 
http://blackboxvoting.org/bbv_chapter-14.pdf 

 
 

73. But internal memos show that Dean maintained a consulting relationship with 
Global/Diebold after the acquisition. 
 
 

 
 
http://blackboxvoting.org/bbv_chapter-14.pdf 
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74. Concurrent with Diebold’s acquisition of Global, Congress passed the Help America 

Vote Act of 2002, which allocated billions for states to buy new voting machines. 
 

 
 
https://www.wired.com/2009/09/diebold-sells/ 

 
 

75. Touchscreen machines, like those made by Diebold, "cost about $3K each, & few 
counties opted to buy them until funds became available thru HAVA.” 
https://www.wired.com/2004/03/how-e-voting-threatens-democracy/ 
 

76. HAVA was passed during Bush’s first term when his senior advisor was Karl 
Rove. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Rove#George_W._Bush_Administration 
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77. Rove dreamed of creating a “‘permanent Republican majority.’”  
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/politics/2012/09/karl-rove-gop-craig-unger 
 

 
 

78. “Rove tried to avoid any record of meetings … and [thus]…used Abramoff to 
deliver messages to the House leadership…” (The Architect, p. 8.) 

 

      
 
 

79. Abramoff used to meet Rove on street corners to avoid detection.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/15/books/chapters/1015-1st-moor.html 
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80. HAVA’s chief sponsor was Republican Bob Ney from Ohio, the must win state of 2004. 

 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/3295  

 
81. Abramoff influenced Ney in the drafting of HAVA. 

http://www.gregpalast.com/its-magic/ 

 
 

82. Ney tried to insert four amendments into an “election-reform bill [presumably HAVA] to 
benefit Abramoff’s clients.” http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2006/09/15/AR2006091500114.html 
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83. In August 2002, Abramoff took Ney (OH), & Feeney (FLA) by chartered jet on trips to 

St. Andrews’ fabled golf links.  

            
http://articles.latimes.com/2005/mar/09/nation/na-golf9/3 
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84. Ney used his position in Congress to defeat a bill that would have banned paperless 

voting machines like those made by Diebold.  
https://www.democraticunderground.com/discuss/duboard.php?az=view_all&address=36
4x3154915  

 
85. One of the men who accompanied Abramoff on his golf junket with Ney and Feeney was 

Republican activist Ralph Reed of Georgia. 

 
http://articles.latimes.com/2005/mar/09/nation/na-golf9/3 
 

86. Reed was former executive director of the Christian Coalition and was in the CNP with 
Abramoff. 
http://www.seekgod.ca/cnp.r.htm  
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87. Reed and Abramoff were close friends. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/03/politics/exinterior-deputy-testifies-lobbyist-offered-
him-job.html 

 
88. Here’s an article describing the money that Reed and Abramoff made by double crossing 

Abramoff’s Indian gaming clients. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2010/09/the-deceptions-of-ralph-
reed/63568/ 
 

89. Reed and Karl Rove were close as well. 
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2004/11/ralph-reeds-other-cheek/ 
 

 
 

90. All three men (Reed, Rove, Abramoff) had been leaders of College Republicans. 
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https://newrepublic.com/article/61560/swimming-sharks 

 
 

91. All three men were graduates of a right-wing youth group known as the Leadership 
Institute. 

 
 
http://www.alternet.org/story/147784/days_of_rage_--
_the_noxious_transformation_of_the_conservative_movement_into_a_rabid_fringe 

 
 
https://www.leadershipinstitute.org/aboutus/morton.cfm 

 
92. Reed was from Georgia, which “was key in the game plan of Karl Rove.” 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/2002/11/07/sweeping-up-in-the-
south/88431b92-9be7-43a9-ad22-1d0e4e9170e8/?utm_term=.4a570096d3d5 
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93. In 2001, Reed was chairman of the Georgia Republican party. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/2002/11/07/sweeping-up-in-the-
south/88431b92-9be7-43a9-ad22-1d0e4e9170e8/?utm_term=.4a570096d3d5 
 

94. But Georgia’s Secretary of State at that time was Cathy Cox, a Democrat. 

 
https://www.thenation.com/article/karen-handel-has-a-long-history-of-suppressing-votes/ 

 
 
95. Diebold retained Lewis Massey--a Democrat who was Cox’s former boss and 

predecessor as Georgia Secretary of State—to lobby in the state of Georgia.  
 

 
 
http://gareport.com/story/2002/05/03/diebold-wins-election-machines-contract/ 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=%22lewis+massey%22&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0
ahUKEwjn25yLkOfWAhVpxFQKHfmjAVQQ_AUICSgA&biw=1207&bih=471&dpr=1
.13 

 
 

96. Massey had once managed one of the most heavily fined campaigns in Georgia history.  
http://savannahnow.com/features/democracy98/candidates/lewismassey.html 
 

 
 

 
97. During that campaign, Massey “received a $14k campaign-paid car that was the subject 

of ethics allegations.” 
 http://savannahnow.com/features/democracy98/candidates/lewismassey.html 
 

 
 

 
98. As a Diebold lobbyist, Massey stood to profit if Georgia chose Diebold’s voting 

machines. 
 
 

99. In May 2002, Cox announced that Diebold had won the $54-million contract to supply 
more than 19,000 touch-screen voting machines. 
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http://gareport.com/story/2002/05/03/diebold-wins-election-machines-contract/ 

 
 

100. Georgia had received bids from nine equipment manufacturers.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/30/us/the-2002-campaign-the-states-georgia-about-to-
plunge-into-touch-screen-vote.html 
 

 
 
101. Diebold was not the low bidder. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/30/us/the-2002-campaign-the-states-georgia-about-to-
plunge-into-touch-screen-vote.html 

 
 

102. “Ms. Cox said Diebold won because its machines were easy to use and the company 
would provide extensive technical support.” 
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/30/us/the-2002-campaign-the-states-georgia-about-to-
plunge-into-touch-screen-vote.html 

 
103. Cox claimed that Massey did not “influence” her and that she didn’t “know of any 

influence they [the lobbyists] had in the process”.  
 
http://gareport.com/story/2002/05/03/diebold-wins-election-machines-contract/ 
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104. But Diebold’s EVMs were paperless and thus “did not meet the provisions of Act 166” 

which required that EVMs have “an independent audit trail”. 
https://voterga.org/history/ 

 
 

105. Here’s a 2002 photo of Ms. Cox demonstrating Diebold’s unverifiable touchscreen 
systems during their rollout. 
 

 
 

106. At least two voting machine vendors had machines with paper audit trails when Georgia 
chose Diebold. https://voterga.org/history/  
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107. TruVote's voting machine with a paper audit trail was demonstrated in Atlanta, Georgia 
in Nov. 2001. 
http://www.apfn.net/messageboard/03-21-04/discussion.cgi.3.html 
 

 
 

108. Here’s a video about TruVote’s owner, Athan Gibbs, and his desire to submit a bid to the 
State of Georgia. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8ewsDxXQD4 
 

109. Here’s an article about Athan Gibbs’ TruVote machines and how he died on March 4, 
2004, when his car inexplicably veered into a truck.  
https://freepress.org/article/death-patriot-no-more\ 
 

110. Here’s an article explaining that Athan Gibbs died one week after he was the source for 
an article “predicting that Ohio would be the new Florida in the 2004 presidential election 
because of the partisan connections of George W. Bush to the private owners of the 
electronic voting machines and vote tabulation software.”  
https://columbusfreepress.com/article/it-doesnt-take-russian-hack-american-election 
 
 

111. Meanwhile, back in 2002, Cox bizarrely claimed that a voting machine “paper trail will 
create more opportunity for fraud, not less.” 
http://www.creativeloafing.com/home/article/13010935/high-tech-train-wreck 
 

 
 
 

112. When Cox bought the Diebold machines, she established the Kennesaw University 
Election Center to “conduct quality control tests on every machine and help[] to train poll 
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workers around the state.” http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/30/us/the-2002-campaign-
the-states-georgia-about-to-plunge-into-touch-screen-vote.html 
 

 
 

 
113. The ensuing 2002 elections in Georgia yielded several major Republican upsets. 

 

 
 

114. The most notable of those upsets occurred when Max Cleland (D) lost his Senate race to 
Saxby Chambliss, a favorite of the Christian Right and George Bush. 

 

   
 
http://web.cs.ucdavis.edu/~rogaway/classes/188/materials/how-to-rig-an-election-
2012.pdf [Harper’s article] 
 

115. Rove and Reed had personally recruited Chambliss to run against Cleland. 
http://www.atlantamagazine.com/great-reads/max-cleland/ 
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116. Cleland, a decorated Vietnam veteran, lost to Chambliss by 7 points even though election 

polls on the “eve of the 2002 general election showed. … Cleland ahead … by 2-5 
points,” a swing of 9-12 points. 
 
http://www.fourfreedomsblog.com/Blog.php?Act=ViewBlogPost&BlogID=362 
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According to Harpers, Zoby & AJC had Cleland ahead by 1-3 pts two days before the 
election, but Cleland lost by 7. 
http://web.cs.ucdavis.edu/~rogaway/classes/188/materials/how-to-rig-an-election-
2012.pdf [Harper’s article] 
 

 
 

The Nation reported that AJC had Cleland ahead by 5 points a week before voting, but 
that Cleland lost to Chambliss by 7, a “twelve-point swing.” 
https://www.thenation.com/article/how-they-could-steal-election-time/  

 
 
117. An analysis of Chambliss’s victory revealed that, “nearly 60% of the state’s electorate by 

county switched party allegiances between the primaries and the general election”  
https://www.rawstory.com/news/2005/Diebold_insider__alleges_company_plagued_120
6.html 

 
 

 
118. As a senator, Chambliss was so anti-choice that the NARAL Pro-Choice America gave 

him a 0% rating, whereas the National Right to Life Committee gave him a 100% rating. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saxby_Chambliss 
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119. Chambliss also opposed gay marriage, famously stating, "I'm not gay. So I'm not going 

to marry one."  

 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/03/mark-warner-same-sex-
marriage/316993/ 

 
120. The NRA gave Chambliss an A+ rating. Chambliss “voted NO on banning high-capacity 

magazines of over 10 bullets,” “YES on allowing firearms in checked baggage on 
Amtrak trains,” YES on prohibiting lawsuits against gun manufacturers,” and “NO on 
decreasing gun waiting period from 3 days to 1.” 
http://www.ontheissues.org/Domestic/Saxby_Chambliss_Gun_Control.htm 

 

121. Though no longer in the Senate, Chambliss held a fundraiser for Karen Handel in her 
GA06 campaign. http://politics.blog.myajc.com/2017/03/27/karen-handel-calls-in-some-
big-guns-for-her-georgia-special-election-campaign/ 

 
122. Another 2002 upset occurred when Confederate Flag defender Sonny Perdue was 

elected Georgia's first Republican governor in 130 years, defeating Democratic 
incumbent Roy Barnes. 
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123. Source for post 122 re: Perdue becoming GA’s first Republican governor in 130 years: 

http://landmarkcommunications.net/when-georgia-secretary-of-state-brian-kemp-first-
ran-for-office-democrats-ran-the-show/ 
 

 
 

124. Source for post 122 re: Perdue’s position on the Confederate flag. 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/equality-confederate-flag-charleston 
 

 
      

 
125. Coincidentally, Diebold lobbyist Lewis Massey had once himself opposed Barnes in a 

GA Democratic primary for governor—that Barnes won in 1998. 
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126. Opinion polls in Georgia on the eve of the 2002 general election showed … Barnes 
leading by 9-11 points,” but he lost by 5, a swing of 14-16 points. 
http://www.populist.com/03.20.dispatches.html 

 
 
127. Pundits credited a surge of "angry white men" punishing Barnes for removing the 

Confederate symbol from the state flag. http://www.populist.com/03.20.dispatches.html 

 
128. But a demographic breakdown published by the Georgia Secretary of State showed no 

such surge of white men; the only subgroup showing a modest increase in turnout was 
black women. http://www.populist.com/03.20.dispatches.html 

 
129. As governor, Perdue signed anti-choice laws such as a waiting period for abortions, and 

urged conservative legislators to send a so-called “informed consent” measure to his 
desk requiring those seeking an abortion to wait 24 hours after receiving state-mandated 
information (a measure that was adopted into law).  
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https://rewire.news/article/2017/01/19/anti-choice-former-georgia-governor-sonny-
perdue-selected-agriculture-secretary/ 
 

 
130. Perdue once said guns should be allowed in airports. 

http://www.nbcnews.com/id/25680821/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/t/ga-governor-
says-guns-should-be-ok-airport/ 

 
131. Perdue promoted Christian schools thru a tax credit & possible deduction for "school 

choice" donations. http://www.georgiachristian.org/admissions/scholarships.cfm 
 

 

 
132. Perdue even once prayed for rain. http://politics.blog.ajc.com/2017/01/10/that-time-

sonny-perdue-prayed-for-rain/ 
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133. Trump has since made Perdue the head of the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture. 
https://rewire.news/article/2017/01/19/anti-choice-former-georgia-governor-sonny-
perdue-selected-agriculture-secretary/ 
 

.  
 

134. Also in 2002, Brian Kemp (GA’s current Secty of State) defeated Doug Haines, a liberal 
incumbent in a left-leaning state House seat.  
 

     
 
http://onlineathens.com/stories/123010/new_763263249.shtml 

 
 

135. To be fair, Kemp’s victory over Haines AND Haines’s 2000 victory over a Democratic 
challenger were both described as “upsets.” 
http://onlineathens.com/stories/102904/new_20041029063.shtml 
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136. The seat that Kemp won had been held by DEMOCRATS for MORE THAN FOUR 

DECADES. 
 
http://www.redandblack.com/news/democrats-fall-to-republicans/article_839ebe64-0f17-
5b8d-811a-87dd73fbdf65.html 

 
137. Kemp defeated the Democrat by only 486 votes. http://juro.uga.edu/2004/sheriff2.htm 
 

 

 
138. In fact, many of the Republican victories in Georgia’s 2002 election involved 

EXTREMELY SMALL vote margins. 
http://chronicle.augusta.com/stories/2004/05/17/met_415841.shtml 
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139. I forgot to mention that Chambliss’s surprising Senate victory helped the Republican 
party take over the US Senate (it needed 2 seats). 
http://www.redandblack.com/news/democrats-fall-to-republicans/article_839ebe64-0f17-
5b8d-811a-87dd73fbdf65.html 

 
 

140. Ire. Turned to anger realized couldn’t recount. 
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141. Ralph Reed claimed that “angry white males went to the polls to support Sonny Purdue 
on the flag issue,” thus explaining Purdue’s surprise 2002 victory. 
https://www.opednews.com/gray0204_georgia_vote_theft.htm 

 

 
 
 

142. But the Secty of State website didn’t support that. 
https://www.opednews.com/gray0204_georgia_vote_theft.htm 

 
143. Nor did a February study done at the Univ. of GA stating “the only increase in voters in 

GA was Black females.”  
https://www.opednews.com/gray0204_georgia_vote_theft.htm 

 
144. Kemp, in turn, claimed that the 2002 Republican takeover probably resulted from “the 

gerrymandered district maps Democrats drew in an effort to cling to power in a state 
that clearly was trending Republican. *** The maps angered conservatives and moderates 
who turned out in droves, he said.” http://old.chronicle.augusta.com/election/02/results/ 

 
 
145. But in 2003, the New York Times reported that about 15,000 internal Diebold e-mail 

messages found their way to the Internet, some of which referred to software patches 
installed on Diebold machines days before elections.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/11/09/business/machine-politics-in-the-digital-age.html 

 
  

 
146. In 2003, “A former worker in the Diebold warehouse in Georgia” alleged that the 

company had patched Georgia’s voting machines after they were delivered to the 
counties and shortly before the gubernatorial election in 2002.” 
https://www.wired.com/2003/11/suspect-code-used-in-state-votes/ 
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147. Diebold depositions reveal that in May and June 2002, during the time these patches 

would have been made, Diebold called convicted felon Dean back to do consulting  

  
 
http://freepress.org/article/programmer-jeff-dean-worked-chief-white-house-plumbers-
unit 

 
 

148. In 2006, a Diebold whistleblower named Chris Hood spoke to RFK Jr. about his own 
concerns regarding the 2002 Georgia election.  
 

 
 
https://www.organicconsumers.org/news/robert-kennedy-jr-will-next-election-be-hacked-
electronic-voting-machines-cant-be-trusted 

 
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2006/9/21/248579/- 
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149. “Hood wondered why Diebold, the world's third-largest seller of ATMs, had been 
awarded the contract. The company had barely completed its acquisition of Global 
Election Systems, a voting-machine firm that owned the technology Diebold was 
promising to sell Georgia. And its bid was the highest among nine competing vendors. 
Whispers within the company hinted that a fix was in.” (Id) 

 
 
150. Hood claimed that, in late July, to speed deployment of the new machines, Cox quietly 

signed an agreement with Diebold that effectively privatized Georgia's entire electoral 
system.  * * * The company was authorized to put together ballots, program machines 
and train poll workers across the state - all without any official supervision.”  (Id.) 

 
 
151. "We ran the election," says Hood. "We had 356 people that Diebold brought into the 

state. Diebold opened and closed the polls and tabulated the votes. Diebold convinced 
Cox that it would be best if the company ran everything due to the time constraints, and 
in the interest of a trouble-free election, she let us do it." (Id)  

 
 
152. Hood reported that in mid-August, Diebold’s president, Bob Urosevich, personally came 

to Georgia from Texas to distribute a software “patch” for the voting machines: 
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Then, one muggy day in mid-August, Chris Hood was surprised to see 
the president of Diebold's election unit, Bob Urosevich, arrive in 
Georgia from his headquarters in Texas. With the primaries looming, 
Urosevich was personally distributing a ‘patch,’ a little piece of 
software designed to correct glitches in the computer program.” (Id.) 

  
 

153. Hood further stated that, “We were told that it was intended 
to fix the clock in the system, which it didn’t do...The curious thing is the “very swift, 
covert way this was done. . . It was an unauthorized patch, and they were trying to 
keep it secret from the state.  We were told not to talk to county personnel about it. I 
received instructions directly from [Bob] Urosevich. It was very unusual that a president 
of the company would give an order like that and be involved at that level.” (Id.) 

 
154. According to Hood, “Diebold employees altered software in some 5,000 machines in 

DeKalb and Fulton counties - the state's largest Democratic strongholds.  
(Id.) 
 

 
 

155. To avoid detection, Hood and others on his team entered warehouses early in the 
morning.” (Id.) 
 

 
 

156. As far as I can tell, the mainstream media heavyweights largely ignored Hood’s claims. 
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157. One exception is this opinion piece by Adam Cohen (former member of the NYT 
Editorial Board; Senior writer for Time Magazine), which mentioned a “whistle-blower” 
who “reported that secret ‘patches’ … were installed” and acknowledged there was “no 
way to put … doubts to rest” about Georgia’s elections because Georgia’s voting 
machines produce no “paper records.” 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/31/opinion/31observer.html?mcubz=3  
 

 
 
See also https://www.thenation.com/article/touch-and-go-elections-perils-electronic-
voting/ 
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158. In 2003, Massey joined a Republican dominated lobbying firm to “provide ideological 
balance.”  
https://www.bizjournals.com/atlanta/stories/2003/09/29/daily22.html 

 
 

159. Massey’s new lobbying partners included two members of Sonny Perdue’s transition 
team. http://www.b2gsouth.com/about/our-people/ 

 
 

160. In 2006, the GOP asked Cox to run for lieutenant governor on Perdue’s re-election ticket, 
but she declined. http://onlineathens.com/stories/122804/opi_20041228012.shtml 
 

 
161. In August 2004, the DHS quietly released a Cyber Alert re: an "undocumented backdoor 

account" to the Diebold GEMS system (which programs the electronic ballots for its 
touchscreen machines). http://www.bradblog.com/?p=2724 
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162. Again, the mainstream media ignored it. http://www.bradblog.com/?p=2724 
 
163. In 2006, Ney (Republican sponsor of HAVA) pled guilty to corruption charges involving 

his dealings with Abramoff and was sentenced to 30 months in prison. 

 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2007/01/19/AR2007011900162.html 
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164. In 2008, Diebold lobbyist Abramoff was sentenced to four years in prison for corruption 
involving his lobbying work. 

     
 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/05/washington/05abramoff.html 
 

165. Abramoff also received a six-year sentence for fraudulently procuring a fleet of casino 
boats off the coast of Florida in 2000.  
http://www.foxnews.com/story/2006/03/29/abramoff-gets-almost-six-years-prison-time-
in-casino-deal-case.html 
  

166. The defrauded former owner of the casino boats was killed “gangland-style” in 2001. 
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/sfl-927boulismurder-story.html 
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167. Two of the men charged in the slaying had been “consultants” for Abramoff’s partner in 

the fraudulent casino boat deal 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2005/09/27/AR2005092700980.html 

 
168. In other words, one of the key architects of our voting system may have been one step (at 

most) removed from the mob. 

     
 

169. Equally disconcerting, it has been reported that Abramoff worked for a Russian energy 
company and wanted to represent the Russian government. 

         
 
http://www.truth-out.org/archive/item/60949-abramoff-ties-to-russians-
probed%20%E2%80%A6 
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170. Following his release from prison, Abramoff has even worked for Ukrainian gas tycoon 

Dmytro Firtash who is currently linked to Donald Trump. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/the-administration/330243-beyond-manafort-both-
parties-deal-with-pro-russia 

 

 
 

171. According to the Feds, Firtash is a “top tier player in Russian organized crime.” 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/07/26/feds-call-ex-manafort-associate-
dmytro-firtash-top-tier-player-russian-organized-crime/514131001/ 
 

172. Over the years, Georgia election officials have vigorously defended the unverifiable 
elections that convicted felons Abramoff, Ney, and Dean helped make possible. 

 
173. In 2006, a House bill that would have required a paper audit trail was defeated after GA 

Elections Director Kathy Rogers objected to it.  
https://voterga.org/history/ 
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174. Ms. Rogers, who was appointed by Cox, took a job with Diebold soon after. 

http://chronicle.augusta.com/stories/2006/12/24/met_109785.shtml 
 

 
 
 

175. Ms. Rogers has since moved on to Diebold’s “brother” company, ES&S. 
http://www.essvote.com/about/management-team/kathy-rogers 
 

 
 

176. In 2006, a youthful Karen Handel ran for Georgia Secretary of State. 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/19/us/politics/karen-handel-facts.html 
 

177. During her campaign, Handel promised to make GA elections verifiable with a paper 
audit trail. http://www.creativeloafing.com/news/article/13049636/secretary-of-state-
karen-handel-to-resign 
 
https://voterga.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/karen-handel-basics.pdf 

 
 

 
178. Handel won the 2006 election and took office in January 2007. 

https://voterga.org/history/ 
 

179. As Secretary of State, Handel asked GA Tech to review GA's voting systems. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/wp/2017/06/14/gop-congressional-
candidate-handel-ignored-election-integrity-report-georgia-professor-
says/?utm_term=.55d2e4b7e1e2  
 

180. But Handel and the Election Center barred GA Tech from examining the Kennesaw 
Election Center's network & security procedures.  

 
 

181. GA Tech prepared a May 2008 report expressing concerns & recommendations re: 
password protection, transportation of machines by convicts and the possibility of a 
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systemic attack on the Kennesaw Election Center. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/wp/2017/06/14/gop-congressional-
candidate-handel-ignored-election-integrity-report-georgia-professor-
says/?utm_term=.55d2e4b7e1e2  
 

182. But Handel never commented on or responded to the report. (Id.) 
 
183. As Secty of State, Handel also defeated a lawsuit challenging GA’s 

paperless/unverifiable voting machines. 
https://voterga.org/history/ [link to July 2006 complaint];  
 
https://voterga.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/defendants-brief-for-summary-judgment-
motion.pdf [link to defendants’ MSJ] 
 
https://voterga.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/final-fulton-co-order.pdf[link to February 
2009 order granting defendants’ MSJ] 

 
 

184. The suit went all the way to the Georgia Supreme Court, where Handel again prevailed. 
● https://voterga.org/history/ [link to 6/2/2009 appellant’s opening brief]; 
● https://voterga.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/apellees-ga-supreme-court-brief.pdf 

[link to appellees’ brief]; 
● https://voterga.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/ga-supreme-court-ruling.pdf [9/28/09 

order in favor of appellees, including Handel] 
 

185. When the Georgia Supreme Court ruled against the plaintiffs (in Handel’s favor), 
“Secretary Handel … praised the Georgia Supreme Court ruling and claimed that 
‘Georgia has the most secure elections in the nation…’” https://voterga.org/history/  
 

186. “Plaintiffs later found out from public Ethics Commission records that [Handel] had 
taken about $25,000 in campaign contributions from employees and family members 
connected with [Diebold’s] lobbyist, Massey & Bowers”  
https://voterga.org/history/ 
 



 
 

Jenny Cohn Draft 10/15/17     63 
  

 
 
See also http://www.creativeloafing.com/news/article/13049636/secretary-of-state-karen-
handel-to-resign  

 
 

187. In 2010, Handel ran for governor, but lost to another Republican, Nathan Deal. 
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Elections/Governors/2010/0811/Winner-declared-in-
close-GOP-runoff-for-Georgia-governor 
 

188. Brian Kemp succeeded Handel as Secretary of State in 2010. 
https://ballotpedia.org/Georgia_Secretary_of_State_election,_2010 

 
 

189. Under Kemp’s leadership, Georgia has remains one of just five states that still relies 
exclusively on paperless voting machines. (GA does use paper for its absentee ballots). 
https://www.buzzfeed.com/hamzashaban/state-election-officials-confront-fears-of-
election-day-hack?utm_term=.krl11GR1Qp#.ob4AAP4AKr 

 
http://www.npr.org/2016/10/18/498255215/why-worries-about-paperless-voting-loom-
larger-this-year [The only 5 states that still exclusively use paperless machines are 
Georgia, New Jersey, Delaware, Louisiana, and South Carolina] 
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190. Under Kemp, Georgia was also one of just two states to reject an offer by the Department 
of Homeland Security to help secure its system in August 2016. http://abcnews.go.com/ 

 
 
191. On March 3, 2017, the AJC reported that the FBI was “investigating an alleged data 

breach in Georgia at the Center for Election Systems at Kennesaw State University…” 
http://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/fbi-investigating-alleged-breach-
georgia-ksu-elections-center/cvjxRG3MH3lba48FsqWqsM/ 

 
 

192. The AJC further reported that, according to Kemp’s office, the investigation was “not 
related to its own network and is not a breach of its database containing the personal 
information on Georgia’s 6.6 million registered voters.” 
http://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/fbi-investigating-alleged-breach-
georgia-ksu-elections-center/cvjxRG3MH3lba48FsqWqsM/ 

 
 

193. The Election Center released a statement advising that it was “working with federal law 
enforcement officials to determine whether and to what extent a data breach may have 
occurred involving records maintained by the Center for Election Systems. Because this 
involves a pending criminal investigation, Kennesaw State will have no further 
comment on this matter…”http://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/fbi-
investigating-alleged-breach-georgia-ksu-elections-center/cvjxRG3MH3lba48FsqWqsM/ 
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194. When the breach was reported on March 3, the much-anticipated primary for the GA06 

special election had already been scheduled for April 18, 2017. 
 

195. On March 15, 2007, twenty IT experts wrote to Kemp expressing concern about the 
March 1 data breach and offering their assistance in moving Georgia to verifiable voting. 
The letter recommended paper ballots https://www.verifiedvoting.org/verified-voting-
letter-to-georgia-secretary-of-state-brian-kemp/ 
 

196. Kemp did not respond. https://voterga.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/bulletin-ga6-paper-
ballot-lawsuit-hearing.pdf 

 
197. On April 17, the AJC reported that equipment “used to check-in voters at the polls”—

including a “flash card with a voter list” --were stolen from a parked car the week 
before. http://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/voters-personal-data-risk-
cobb-theft/FYDyqME5bqLG4ip4snYLwO/ 

 
 
198. Cobb county election officials reportedly waited two days before telling Kemp about the 

theft. http://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/voters-personal-data-risk-
cobb-theft/FYDyqME5bqLG4ip4snYLwO/  
 

199. Kemp told the AJC that he was “confident that the results [would] not be compromised,” 
and that they had “taken steps” to prevent that, but did not explain what those steps might 
be. http://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/voters-personal-data-risk-
cobb-theft/FYDyqME5bqLG4ip4snYLwO/  

 
 

200. The primary for the GA06 election took place as scheduled on April 18, 2017  
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201. It was later revealed that a major mistake concerning a memory occurred during the 

primary. https://voterga.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/bulletin-ga6-paper-ballot-lawsuit-
hearing.pdf 

 
 

202. Ossoff came in first during the primary with 48.1% of the vote; Handel came in a distant 
second with 19.8%. Because Ossoff fell short of 50%, however, a special election runoff 
was scheduled for June 20, 2017. 
 http://www.cnn.com/2017/04/18/politics/georgia-house-6th-special-election-jon-
ossoff/index.html 

 
 
203. On May 30, during early voting, the system couldn’t pull up voter rolls, so voters were 

told to submit “voting certificates” instead. 
 

 
204. On June 1, 2017, voters sued Kemp to use paper ballots in the GA06 runoff, rather than 

GA's paperless voting machines. https://www.scribd.com/document/350080769/Rocky-
Mountain-Foundation-Press-Release-re-GA-ballot-case [link to press release and original 
paper ballot suit] 
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205. On June 2, 2017, IT experts again wrote to Kemp, express concerns about the recent 

security breach and Georgia’s unverifiable voting machines.  
https://www.verifiedvoting.org/technology-experts-second-letter-to-georgia-secretary-of-
state-brian-kemp/ 
 

206. Kemp defeated the paper ballot suit on a technicality (a sovereign immunity defense). 
https://voterga.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/bulletin-ga6-paper-ballot-lawsuit-
hearing.pdf 

 
 
207. On June 14, 2017, after the paper ballot suit was dismissed, Politico published a 

bombshell report by Kim Zetter, revealing that the Election Center had been breached 
not only in March 2017, but also in August 2016 (around the time that Kemp refused the 
DHS’s help in securing its voting system). 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 
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208. Politico advised that Logan Lamb—a former cybersecurity researcher with the federal 
government, who now works for a private internet security firm--wanted to assess the 
security of Georgia’s voting systems. 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255  

 
209. So Lamb searched the Election Center’s website for “PDF’s or documents” to “get a little 

more sense of its work.” http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-
georgia-special-election-get-hacked-215255  
 

210. Lamb’s “curiosity turned to alarm when he encountered a number of files, arranged by 
county, that looked like they could be used to hack an election.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255  
 

 
 

211. “Lamb wrote an automated script to scrape the site and see what was there, then went off 
to lunch while the program did its work. When he returned, he discovered that the script 
had downloaded 15 gigabytes of data.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255  

 
212. Lamb “was absolutely stunned” by the “sheer quantity of files” he had acquired.  

http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255  
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213. “Within the mother lode Lamb found on the center’s website was a database 
containing registration records for the state’s 6.7 million voters.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 
 
 

214. Lamb also found “multiple PDFs with instructions and passwords for election workers 
to sign in to a central server on Election Day.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 
 

                       
 

215. In addition, he found “software files for the state’s ExpressPoll pollbooks — electronic 
devices used … to verify that a voter is registered before allowing them to cast a ballot.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 

 
 

216. “There also appeared to be databases for the so-called GEMS [Global Election 
Management System] servers,” which “are used to prepare paper and electronic ballots, 
tabulate votes and produce summaries of vote totals.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 

 
 

217. “The files were supposed to be behind a password-protected firewall, but the center had 
misconfigured its server so they were accessible to anyone, according to Lamb.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 



 
 

Jenny Cohn Draft 10/15/17     70 
  

 
 

218. “After Lamb discovered the initial problems last August, he notified Merle King, 
executive director at the center.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 
 

219. King “thanked Lamb and said he would get the server fixed.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 
 
 

220. “It was months before the presidential election, and King pressed Lamb not to talk about 
the issue with anyone, especially the media.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-21525 

 
 
 

221. According to Lamb, King told him “It would be best if you were to drop this now.”  
 

222. King also told Lamb that if he did talk, “the people downtown, the politicians … would 
crush” him. http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-
special-election-get-hacked-215255 
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223. Lamb thought the issue was fixed. But months later, in March 2017, a security colleague 
named Chris Grayson discovered … [he] could still access all the same files Lamb had 
downloaded months earlier.” http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-
the-georgia-special-election-get-hacked-215255 
 

 
 
 

224. This time, “news of the breach reached the secretary of state’s office, the governor’s 
office and the media.” http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-
georgia-special-election-get-hacked-215255 

 
 

225. Politico reported that “The FBI was called in to investigate to determine whether Lamb 
and Grayson—still unidentified in media reports—had committed a crime. The FBI 
determined they had not.” http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-
georgia-special-election-get-hacked-215255 

 
 

226. After he was cleared, Lamb decided to share his story “out of concern that state officials 
and the center ignored or brushed off serious problems highlighted by his breach.” 
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http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 
 
 

 
 
 

227. Politico’s June 14 story further reported that a March 1 preliminary security analysis 
prepared in response to the breaches revealed that “there was a live network jack (going 
out to the public network) in the closet where the [supposedly] private network systems 
are kept…”  
http://www.politico.com/magazine/f/?id=0000015c-a47a-d070-a57d-effad7b00001 [link 
to 3/1/17 preliminary analysis] 
 
 

228. The security report further revealed that “Workers had also installed their own wireless 
access point in the office—a possible point of entry into networks for attackers.” 
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/14/will-the-georgia-special-election-
get-hacked-215255 
 

 
229. Nevertheless, the GA06 runoff (including early voting) was conducted on GA’s 

unverifiable machines. 
 
230. On June 19, a mom witnessed unattended voting machines while taking her kids to camp: 
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231. Another woman posted in #PaveItBlue that she was alone in a room with 5 voting 

machines. 
 

 
 
232. On June 20, 2017, Handel was declared the winner of the runoff.  

http://www.politico.com/story/2017/06/20/georgia-election-results-ossoff-handel-239778 

 
 

233. The official vote tally from that race showed that Handel defeated Ossoff by about 4 
points even though the last pre-election poll called the race a dead heat. 
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234. Moreover, Ossoff won the only verifiable aspect of the election, paper absentee ballots 
64/36 (chart created by @jonathonsimon14). 
 

 
 
235. Here is an image of the unofficial results from the GA Secty of State website. 

 

 
 

236. The absentee voter results were especially noteworthy because absentee voters in Georgia 
have consistently and historically voted Republican (chart by @jonathonsimon14).  
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237. Marilyn Marks, whose Rocky Mountain Foundation had spearheaded the pre-election 
paper ballot suit, asked that the counties not certify the election due to irregularities in 
the voting process.  
https://www.scribd.com/document/352140919/Fulton-Election-Board-June-24-letter [link 
to Marilyn Marks letter] 
 

 
 

238. A separate group of election integrity activists from around the country wrote to the 
counties as well 

   
 

239. When the counties certified the results anyway, Marks spearheaded a new suit against 
Brian Kemp, Merle King, County Election Boards, and others. 
https://www.scribd.com/document/355554359/CURLING-v-KEMP-Amended-
Complaint [link to complaint and proposed amended complaint and accompanying 
motion filed on 8/4/17] 
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240. The new lawsuit is still pending and seeks an order declaring that the defendants violated 
the plaintiffs’ right to vote and an order banning the use of Georgia’s Diebold machines 
in future elections. https://www.scribd.com/document/355554359/CURLING-v-KEMP-
Amended-Complaint 
 

241. Concerned citizens have also filed a petition to recall Secretary of State Brian Kemp who 
is running for governor. 
 

 
242. In response to skepticism about the GA06 election, Kemp and the @AJC have repeatedly 

emphasized that Georgia’s voting machines themselves don’t connect to the internet.  
 

243. But they neglect to mention that, when polls close, voting machine memory cards are 
inserted into tabulator. The tabulator's flash drive is then inserted into an online 
computer. The same flash drive from the online computer is then reinserted into the 
same tabulator for the next round of memory cards. The process then repeats. Having 
"visited" the online computer, the flash drive can spread a virus to the vote tally tabulator 
& the voting machine memory cards. As explained by @marilynrmarks1, the woman 
who spearheaded the recent paper ballot suit in GA, it's like "sharing a needle." 
https://medium.com/@marilynrmarks_78681/georgias-voting-system-the-internet-and-
the-meaning-of-is-23243fc3340 
 

244. Kemp has also told the media that “my office and Kennesaw State University executed 
what will be the final contract between our two entities related to the Center for Election 
Systems.” http://www.myajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/georgia-shift-
elections-work-house-away-from-kennesaw-state/JAazLxUB0SODnPMqEGNWdJ/ 
 

245. The contract extends through June 2018, at which point the voting system will be moved 
to in-house to the Secretary of State, which is hardly reassuring. 
http://www.myajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/georgia-shift-elections-work-
house-away-from-kennesaw-state/JAazLxUB0SODnPMqEGNWdJ/ 
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246. As far as I can tell, Merle King—who told the whistleblower to keep quiet and failed to 
secure the GEMS server—still has his job. 
 

247. In response to the new paper ballot suit, Kemp has suggested that he is open to 
conducting a pilot study of a new optical scan system. 
 

248. Optical scanners use paper ballots that can in theory be counted by hand. 
https://medium.com/@jhalderm/want-to-know-if-the-election-was-hacked-look-at-the-
ballots-c61a6113b0ba 
 

 
 

249. But even with optical scanners, you can't know if hacking occurred without meaningful 
manual paper audits, which most states ignore. https://medium.com/@jhalderm/want-to-
know-if-the-election-was-hacked-look-at-the-ballots-c61a6113b0ba … 

 
 

250. According to IT expert Alex J. Halderman, just two states so far employ hand audits 
robust enough to detect hacking of an opscan: Colorado and New Mexico. 
http://editions.lib.umn.edu/electionacademy/2017/07/18/colorado-to-become-first-state-
to-require-regular-risk-limiting-audits/ … 

 
 

251. And even when an opscan election is contested, it is difficult to get a hand recount. 
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252. In 2016, for example, although some Wisconsin counties voluntarily agreed to recount by 
hand, most large Wisconsin counties refused. 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/jillstein/pages/28865/attachments/original/14897
59688/FinalRecountReport-WI.pdf?1489759688 … 

 
 

253. And MI excluded from its 2016 recount precincts where # of voters & # of votes differed, 
and votes from VMs w/ broken seals http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/38767-the-
republican-sabotage-of-the-vote-recounts-in-michigan-and-wisconsin … 

 
 

254. Thus, if GA were to invest in optical scanners, it would need a stringent state law 
requiring robust public hand audits after every election to ensure the integrity of the 
process. 
 

255. Kemp’s failure to mention hand auditing is a red flag. 
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256. Moreover, the particular opscan system he mentioned comes from ES&S, the company 
tied to Diebold through the Urosevich brothers. 

 
 

257. ES&S is also the company tied to Dominionists and to the 1996 “landslide upset” Senate 
victory of Republican Chuck Hagel who resigned as chair of ES&S days before 
announcing his candidacy. (For details and sourcing, see Mega Thread, Part 1.) 

 
 

258. Moreover, on October 27, 2017, the AP reported that Georgia’s Election Center wiped its 
election server—and two backups-- clean after the suit challenging Handel’s election 
was filed. 
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/apnewsbreak-georgia-election-server-
wiped-suit-filed-50729761 
 

259. Kemp, who apparently fired no one after the two Election Center breaches in 2016 and 
2017, denies any knowledge or role in the matter. 
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2017/10/27/1710337/-Voting-Rights-Roundup-
Federal-court-appears-poised-to-curtail-North-Carolina-GOP-s-new-gerrymanders 
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260. Most other democracies have fled from the darkness of voting machines into the light of 
publicly hand-counted paper ballots. 

 
 

261. In Germany, the courts ruled voting machines unconstitutional because the average 
member of the public cannot see or understand their internal processes.  
 

 
 
http://www.bradblog.com/?p=6961 
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262. Due to recent concerns over Russian meddling, France now requires hand counted paper 
ballots even for absentees. 
https://www.pcworld.com/article/3178417/security/fears-of-election-hacking-spread-in-
europe.html 
 

263. In 2017, the Netherlands switched to hand counted ballots due to hacking concerns as 
well. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/01/world/europe/netherlands-hacking-concerns-hand-
count-ballots.html 
 

264. So did Holland. 
http://protectyourhome.tk/a/holland-used-paper-ballots-to-foil-putin-but-despite-hacking-
georgia-refuses-to-do-likewise/ 

 
265. And Norway. 

https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/life-and-public/2017/09/norwegian-votes-be-counted-
manually-fear-election-hacking … 
 

266. In Canada, paper ballots are counted by hand on election night, and normally counting 
done w/in four hours 
http://digitalcommons.wcupa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1002&context=crimjust_fa
cpub … 
 

267. But in Georgia (as in the rest of America), voters are told to “suck it up” unless they 
themselves find proof of actual vote rigging somewhere in the dark. 

 
 

268. Will GA06 move toward truly transparent elections? 
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269. Or will it kick democracy to the curb by investing in another round of voting machines 

supplied and programmed by God Knows Who? 
 

 
 

	
	

 


